FACES OF IDENTITY UNIT

The differences in our styles, identities, and narratives make us who we are.

MYP Visual Arts Year 5 /| COMPETENT 22-25 Hours

Description
In this unit, students explore how identity can be communicated through visual form by examining different approaches to mask-making and self-portraiture. Through research, material
experimentation, and guided skill-building, students investigate how artists express personal narratives, cultural connections, and symbolic meaning. They then develop their own ideas
to design and construct an identity mask that represents layered aspects of who they are, using intentional choices in structure, form, and surface treatment. Throughout the unit,
students reflect on their growth as artists, considering how creative decisions, technical challenges, and personal insights shape both their artwork and their understanding of identity.

Essential Questions
e What makes a self portrait?
e How can you interpret your identity in a self-portrait?
e (anan artwork ever fully represent someone’s identity?

Assessments of Learning
e Contemporary Mask Comparison Analysis (Criterion A)
Students will choose two contemporary mask sculptures by two different artists to research and critique in a Google Slides visual essay. This task allows students to investigate how
artists express their narratives and intentions through mask-making, fostering critical understanding of how different styles and meanings compare.
e Identity Mask Planning (Criterion B)
Students will present composition ideas, final sketches, and a justification statement to support their vision for their Identity Mask Sculpture. This task engages students in planning a
sculptural mask that communicates their personal identity, encouraging intentional choices that reflect what makes their identities unique to them.
e Identity Mask Sculpture (Criterion ()
Using plaster, papier-mache, constructed forms, and acrylic paint, students will create a sculptural mask that expresses the unique layers of their identity. This task challenges students to
construct a mask that visually represents layers of their identity, demonstrating both technical and conceptual depth.
e Faces of Identity Unit Reflection (Criterion D)
Students will present a reflection on the process of creating their Identity Mask Sculpture and their development throughout the unit. This task enables students to reflect on their
creative process and how their artistic decisions express their individual narrative, style, and evolving understanding of identity.

Power Standards (NCAS)
CREATING - VA:Cr2.1.l1a: Through experimentation, practice, and persistence, demonstrate acquisition of skills and knowledge in a chosen art form. (HS Accomplished)
PRESENTING - VA:Pr&.1.lla: Analyze, select, and critique personal artwork for a collection or portfolio presentation. (HS Accomplished)

RESPONDING - VA:Re8.1.1a: Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts. (HS Proficient)
CONNECTING - VA:Cn10.1.1a: Document the process of developing ideas from early stages to fully elaborated ideas. (HS Proficient)




Outcome/ Learning Target (CONTENT)

Learning Engagement/

Assessments &

Differentiation

FOUNDATIONS

Class #1 - Self Portrait Explorations (Wire)
Class #2 - Self Portrait Explorations (Air Dry Clay)

Class #3 - Self Portrait Explorations (Foam Carving)

INVESTIGATING

Class #4 - Contemporary Mask Comparison Analysis

Criterion A Work

Class #5 - Contemporary Mask Comparison Analysis

Criterion A Work

Class #6 - Contemporary Mask Comparison Analysis

Criterion A Work

DEVELOPING

Class #7 - Identity Explorations

Class #8 - Identity Explorations

Class #9 - Identity Mask Planning Criterion B Work
Class #10 - Identity Mask Planning Criterion B Work

Class #11 - Identity Mask Planning Criterion B Work

KNOWLEDGE:

- Students know a variety of self portrait approaches.

- Students know wire sculpture techniques.

- Students know air dry clay techniques.

- Students know foam carving techniques.

SKILLS:

- Students create a wire self-portrait.

- Students create a air-dry clay self-portrait.

- Students create a foam carving self-portrait.

- ATL: Make unexpected or unusual connections between objects and/or ideas.
UNDERSTANDING:

- Students understand that the material an artist uses can shape the outcome.
- Students understand that portraiture is not limited to visual likeness.
DISPOSITIONS:

- Students demonstrate openness, courage, reflectiveness, and flexibility.

- LP: Caring.

KNOWLEDGE:

- Students know the Elements of Art, Principles of Design.

- Students know examples of mask artworks.

SKILLS:

- Students research context and critique the formal qualities.

- Students compare and contrast two artworks.

- ATL: Use appropriate strategies to organize complex information.
UNDERSTANDING:

- Students understand that artworks can be interpreted in multiple ways.
- Students understand the difference between describe, analyze, and critique.
DISPOSITIONS:

- Students demonstrate curiosity and critical thinking.

- LP: Caring.

KNOWLEDGE:

- Students know a variety of identity explorations.

- Students know the role of initial ideas, final sketches, and the justification
statement.

SKILLS:

- Students brainstorm representations and interpretations of their identities.
- Students generate multiple initial ideas, envision their final intention, and
justify their choices.

- Students will visualize how 2D plans will be transformed into 3D sculptural
forms.

- ATL: Make unexpected or unusual connections between objects and/or ideas.
- ATL: Interpret and use effective modes of non-verbal communication.
UNDERSTANDING:

- Students understand that the ideation stage is an essential step to developing
strong, intentional artworks.

DISPOSITIONS:

- Students demonstrate creativity, intentionality, and reflective thinking.

- LP: Caring.

Necessary Resources

TASKS: The student will...

- Create a wire self-portrait.

- Create an air dry clay self-portrait.
- Create a foam carving self-portrait.
STRATEGIES: The teacher will...

- Guide warm-up exercises

- Model challenge techniques,
guidelines, and exemplars

TASKS: The student will...

- Research the context of the artwork
- Identify and critique relevant
elements and techniques

- Connect the artwork to the
Statement of Inquiry
STRATEGIES: The teacher will...
- Provide resources on
elements/principles vocabulary
- Provide guiding questions and
frameworks

TASKS: The student will...

- Explore their identities

- Brainstorm different initial ideas

- Sketch final drawings of their
intended plan

- Justify their decision-making in a
written reflection

STRATEGIES: The teacher will...

- Provide structures for using visual
references

- Provide structures for documenting
exploration

- Offer prompts to help students meet
the expectations in the rubric

- Establish checkpoints for the
process

Feedback

FORMATIVE:

- Teacher observations, discussions,
and check-ins with individual
feedback

- Informal peer "walk-arounds"

- Teacher comment on self-portrait
explorations

- Self-reflection on skill development
SUMMATIVE:

- NONE

FORMATIVE FEEDBACK:

- Teacher observations, discussions,
and check-ins with individual
feedback

- Self-reflection aligned with the
rubric.

SUMMATIVE TASKS:

- Contemporary Mask Comparison
Analysis Criterion A

FORMATIVE:

- Teacher observations, discussions,
and check-ins with individual
feedback

- Peer feedback on the ideation

- Self-reflection aligned with the
rubric

SUMMATIVE:

- Identity Mask Planning Criterion B

Strategies

DIFFERENTIATION:

- Post visuals, scaffolds, vocabulary,
and examples

- Tailor technical guidance based on
student readiness levels

- Accept process-focused outcomes
alongside refined drawings

- Allow for individual breaks

DIFFERENTIATION:

- Post visuals, scaffolds, vocabulary,
and examples

- Offer a choice of artwork from the
list provided

- Provide scaffolded templates and
guiding questions

- Allow students to present their
analysis in alternative forms

- Allow use of technology for
translation

- Allow for individual breaks

- Provide alternative workspaces

DIFFERENTIATION:

- Post visuals, scaffolds, vocabulary,
and examples

- Break tasks into smaller steps

- Encourage students to pursue ideas
based on personal interest

- Provide scaffolded templates and
guiding questions

- Allow for individual breaks



CREATING

Class #12 - Identity Mask Sculpture Criterion C Work
Class #13 - Identity Mask Sculpture Criterion C Work
Class #14 - Identity Mask Sculpture Criterion C Work
Class #15 - Identity Mask Sculpture Criterion C Work
Class #16 - Identity Mask Sculpture Criterion C Work
Class #17 - Identity Mask Sculpture Criterion C Work
Class #18 - Identity Mask Sculpture Criterion C Work

Class #19 - Identity Mask Sculpture Criterion C Work

EVALUATING

Class #20 - Faces of Identity Unit Reflection Criterion
D Work

Class #21 - Faces of Identity Unit Reflection Criterion
D Work

Class #22 - Post-It Unit Critique

KNOWLEDGE:

- Students know which tools and techniques are best for their intentions.
SKILLS:

- Students use plaster to create a mask for a partner.

- Students apply three-dimensional construction technical skills/techniques
effectively.

- Students demonstrate craftsmanship effectively.

- Students problem-solve and respond to challenges

- Students manage time effectively.

UNDERSTANDING:

- Students understand that each creative decision contributes to the
meaning/message of the work.

DISPOSITIONS:

- Students demonstrate focus and discipline when creating their work.

- ATL: Demonstrate persistence and perseverance.

- LP: Caring.

KNOWLEDGE:

- Students know that reflection involves analyzing strengths/weaknesses,
challenges, and artistic growth.

SKILLS:

- Students critically evaluate their work, discuss challenges, and reflect on how

they have developed as artists.

- Students observe artworks closely and use prompts to structure feedback.
- ATL: Use appropriate strategies to organize complex information.
UNDERSTANDING:

- Students understand that artistic development is a process and that
self-assessment helps artists take ownership of their learning.

- Students understand that feedback is a tool for growth and engagement in
critique, which can help with future projects.

DISPOSITIONS:

- Students demonstrate self-awareness, a growth mindset, empathy, and respect.

- LP: Caring.

TASKS: The student will...

- Create final sculpture using plaster,
constructions, papier mache, and
acrylic paint

- Apply refinements based feedback
- Ensure that the execution aligns
with the intention, concept, and
expectations

- Reflect on their progress
STRATEGIES: The teacher will...

- Circulate consistently to check
progress

- Encourage students to reflect on the
expectations in the rubric

- Establish checkpoints for the
process.

TASKS: The student will...

- Present a reflection that evaluates
their work and discusses their
development

- Provide feedback for their peers
STRATEGIES: The teacher will...

- Provide structured reflection
prompts

- Set expectations for respectful,
specific, and evidence-based
feedback.

- Facilitate the post-it critique

FORMATIVE:

- Teacher observations, discussions,
and check-ins with individual
feedback

- Peer feedback on the work progress
- Self-reflection aligned with the
rubric

- Midpoint written self-reflection
SUMMATIVE:

- Identity Mask Sculpture Criterion C

FORMATIVE:

- Teacher observations, discussions,
and check-ins with individual
feedback

- Self-reflection aligned with the
rubric.

- Peer feedback during the post-it
critique

SUMMATIVE:

- Faces of Identity Unit Reflection
Criterion D

DIFFERENTIATION:

- Post visuals, scaffolds, vocabulary,
and examples

- Use personalized checklists and
goal-setting tools

- Encourage variation in content and
techniques based on personal
interest

- Provide guiding questions for
self-reflection

- Tailor technical guidance based on
student readiness levels

- Allow for individual breaks

DIFFERENTIATION:

- Post visuals, scaffolds, vocabulary,
and examples

- Provide scaffolded templates and
guiding questions

- Allow students to present their
reflection in alternative forms

- Allow use of technology for
translation.

- Allow for individual breaks

- Provide alternative workspaces



MYP VISUAL | YEAR 5/COMPETENT |

FACES OF IDENTITY |

CONTEMPORARY MASK COMPARISON ANALYSIS

INQUIRY STATEMENT: The differences in our styles, identities, and narratives make us who we are.
TASK DESCRIPTION: You will choose two contemporary mask sculptures by two different artists to research and critique in a Google Slides visual essay.

CRITERION A | INVESTIGATING

LEVEL

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR

TASK SPECIFIC CLARIFICATIONS

5-6
Focused
Detailed

i. provides relevant information that is related to the statement of
inquiry

ii. analyzes features of an artwork or performance including
elements, techniques, and context.

ANALYZE: Break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure. (To
identify parts and relationships, and interpret information to reach conclusions.)

(|
O
|

Substantially analyzes the contexts of the artworks - noting who/when/where/why, the intended audience, the materials, and the
context meaning.

Substantially analyzes 1+ element and 1+ principle for each artwork - noting the artist’s purpose, the audience impact, and areas
for improvement.

Substantially analyzes how the artworks compare - noting the similarities, the differences, and which you prefer.

3-4
Adequate
Acceptable

i. provides mostly relevant information that is related to the
statement of inquiry

ii. describes features of an artwork or performance including two
from elements, techniques, and context.

DESCRIBE: Give a detailed account or picture of a situation, event, pattern, or
process.

000

Sufficiently describes the contexts of the artworks, but it lacks depth.
Sufficiently describes 1element and 1 principle for each artwork, but it lacks depth.
Sufficiently describe how the artworks compare.

1-2
Basic
Incomplete

i. provides limited information that is not always related to the
statement of inquiry

ii. outlines features of an artwork or performance including two
from elements, techniques, and context.

OUTLINE: Give a brief account or summary.

000

Outline the context of the artworks, but it is incomplete and undeveloped.
Outlines elements or principles, but it is incomplete and undeveloped.
Outline how the artworks compare, but it is incomplete and undeveloped.

0

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the
descriptors below.




MYP VISUAL | YEAR 5/COMPETENT |

FACES OF IDENTITY |

CRITERION B | DEVELOPING

IDENTITY MASK PLANNING

INQUIRY STATEMENT: The differences in our styles, identities, and narratives make us who we are.
TASK DESCRIPTION: You will present composition ideas, final sketches, and a justification statement to support your vision for your Identity Mask Sculpture.

LEVEL

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR

TASK SPECIFIC CLARIFICATION

7-8
Imaginative
Sophisticated

i. demonstrates extensive and varied practical exploration of an idea or ideas.

ii. presents a clear artistic intention in line with the statement of inquiry and justifies
artistic choices.

DEMONSTRATE: Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or practical application;

PRESENT: Offer for display, observation, examination, or consideration; JUSTIFY: Give valid reasons or evidence
to support an answer or conclusion.

O
O

O

Demonstrates 5+ highly engaging, extensive, and varied composition ideas within a frame format,
including thoughtful notes on strengths and weaknesses.

Demonstrate detailed and refined full-page, color drawings of the final intended artwork from two
viewpoints, with a strong representation of your identity, creativity, and intentions with constructed
forms and painting.

Demonstrates an extensive and well-reasoned justification for your overall vision for your final intended

artwork, addressing all the prompts thoroughly and thoughtfully, which clearly demonstrates your
understanding of how your style, identity, and narrative are represented in the piece.

5-6
Focused
Thoughtful

i. demonstrates substantial practical exploration of an idea or ideas

ii. presents a clear artistic intention in line with the statement of inquiry and explains
artistic choices.

DEMONSTRATE: Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or practical application;

PRESENT: Offer for display, observation, examination, or consideration; EXPLAINS: Give a detailed account
including reasons or causes.

oo O

Demonstrates 5+ substantial composition ideas within a frame format, including some notes on
strengths and weaknesses

Demonstrates substantial full-page, color drawings of the final intended artwork.

Demonstrates an explanation for your overall vision for your final intended artwork, addressing most of
the prompts thoughtfully.

3-4
Adequate
Reasonable

i. demonstrates sufficient practical exploration of an idea or ideas

ii. presents a clear artistic intention in line with the statement of inquiry and describes
artistic choices.

DEMONSTRATE: Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or practical application;

PRESENT: Offer for display, observation, examination, or consideration; DESCRIBE: Give a detailed account or
picture of a situation, event, pattern or process.

O 00O

Demonstrates 5 sufficient composition ideas, including limited notes.
Demonstrates a sufficient full-page, color drawing of the final intended artwork, but it is not full page, in
color, or from two viewpoints.

Demonstrates a description for your overall vision for your final intended artwork, addressing the
prompts, but with a lack of depth or detailed reasoning.

1-2
Basic
Undeveloped

i. demonstrates limited practical exploration of an idea or ideas

ii. presents a clear artistic intention in line with the statement of inquiry and states
artistic choices.

DEMONSTRATE: Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or practical application;

PRESENT: Offer for display, observation, examination, or consideration; STATE: Give a specific name, value or
other brief answer without explanation or calculation.

00

O

Demonstrates limited composition ideas, with no notes.

Demonstrate a limited drawing of the final intended artwork, which is not full-page, in color, from two
viewpoints, and/or shows attention to the specifications of the task.

Demonstrate a description of your overall vision for your final intended artwork, not addressinga few of
the prompts with basic and/or superficial responses.

0

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.




MYP VISUAL ART |

YEAR 5/COMPETENT |

FACES OF IDENTITY |

CRITERION C | CREATING

IDENTITY MASK SCULPTURE

INQUIRY STATEMENT: The differences in our styles, identities, and narratives make us who we are.
TASK DESCRIPTION: Using plaster, papier-mache, constructed forms, and acrylic paint, you will create a sculptural mask that expresses the unique layers of your identity.

LEVEL

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR

TASK SPECIFIC CLARIFICATION

7-8
Honed
Accomplished

i. demonstrates consistently effective use of skills and techniques
through the creation or performance of a finalized work.

DEMONSTRATE: Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or
practical application.

Demonstrates a consistently effective and creative representation of identity with meaningful symbols, authentic personal
connections, and a well-developed narratives.

Demonstrates a consistently effective and original design that is visually interesting from multiple angles, shows creative
risk-taking, and reflects a unique artistic voice.

Demonstrates consistently effective and intentional construction skills with a 3D form, a strong structure, secure attachments,
and even layering.

Demonstrates consistently effective and refined painting skills and craftsmanship with even application, clean and controlled
detail, symbolic color choices, and a polished, presentation-ready finish.

5-6
Substantial
Assured

i. demonstrates mostly effective use of skills and techniques
through the creation or performance of a finalized work.

DEMONSTRATE: Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or
practical application.

Demonstrates a mostly effective representation of identity with attention to symbolism, personal connection, and narrative.
Demonstrates a mostly effective design with attention to visual interest, risk-taking, and artistic voice.

Demonstrates mostly effective construction skills with attention to consider 3D form, a strong structure, secure attachments, and
even layering.

Demonstrates mostly effective painting skills and craftsmanship with thoughtful application, attention to detail, and minor
inconsistencies in finish.

3-4
Adequate
Reasonable

i. demonstrates satisfactory use of skills and techniques through
the creation or performance of a finalized work.

DEMONSTRATE: Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or
practical application.

Demonstrates a satisfactory representation of identity with some inconsistencies in symbolic meaning, connection, or narrative.
Demonstrates a satisfactory design with some visual interest, risk-taking, and artistic voice.
Demonstrates satisfactory construction with basic techniques.

Demonstrates satisfactory painting skills and craftsmanship with basic application and a fair appearance, but with visible
inconsistencies or unfinished areas.

1-2
Basic
Undeveloped

i. demonstrates limited skills and techniques through the creation or
performance of a finalized work.

DEMONSTRATE: Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or
practical application.

o000 O0Oo0Oo | O O0OoOoro o 0o o

Demonstrates a limited representation of identity, with minimal attention to symbolic meaning, connection, or narrative.
Demonstrates a limited design with minimal visual interest, risk-taking, or artistic voice.
Demonstrates limited construction with weak form, poor attachment, and incomplete surfaces.

Demonstrates limited painting skills and craftsmanship with uneven application, lack of detail, and minimal effort toward a
finished presentation.

0

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the
descriptors below.




MYP VISUAL ART | YEAR 5/COMPETENT |

FACES OF IDENTITY |

CRITERION D | EVALUATING

FACES OF IDENTITY UNIT REFLECTION

INQUIRY STATEMENT: The differences in our styles, identities, and narratives make us who we are.
TASK DESCRIPTION: You will present a reflection on the process of creating your Identity Mask Sculpture and your artistic development throughout the unit.

LEVEL

LEVEL DESCRIPTOR

TASK SPECIFIC CLARIFICATION

7-8
Insightful
Comprehensive

i. thoroughly and perceptively evaluates their own artwork or
performance

ii. discusses their development as an artist.

EVALUATE: Make an appraisal by weighing up the strengths and limitations; DISCUSS: Offer a

considered and balanced review that includes a range of arguments, factors or hypotheses.
Opinions or conclusions should be presented clearly and supported by appropriate evidence.

Thoughtfully and perceptively evaluate your Identity Mask Sculpture strengths and weaknesses in regard to your identity

representation, creativity and impact, constructed forms, and painting craftsmanship, including a thorough and
perceptive rubric score justification.

Thoughtfully and perceptively evaluate 2+ challenges you faced throughout the process and how you overcame those
challenges.
Thoughtfully and perceptively discuss your ATL development throughout this unit for 2+ ATLs with specific examples.

Thoughtfully and perceptively discuss your development as an artist for 3+ skills with specific examples.

5-6
Thoughtful
Balanced

i. evaluates their own artwork or performance
ii. analyzes their development as an artist.
EVALUATE: Make an appraisal by weighing up the strengths and limitations; ANALYZE: Break

down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure. (To identify parts and
relationships, and interpret information to reach conclusions.).

Oooo O OO0 0o 0O

Substantially evaluates your artwork strengths and weaknesses in regard to your identity representation, creativity and
impact, constructed forms, and painting craftsmanship.

Substantially evaluate 2+ challenges you faced and how you overcame those challenges.
Substantially analyze your ATL development for 2+ ATLS.
Substantially analyze your development as an artist for 3+ skills.

3-4

i. analyzes their own artwork or performance
ii. described their development as an artist.

&
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. . . L |:| Sufficiently analyze the challenges they faced.
Ad equate ANALYZE: Break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure. (To identify . .

Reasonable parts and relationships, and interpret information to reach conclusions.); DESCRIBE: Give a [ sufficiently describe your ATL development.

detailed account or picture of a situation, event, pattern, or process. (] sufficiently describe your development as an artist.
1 - 2 i. describes their own artwork or performance [ Describe your artwork strengths or weaknesses
ii. outlines their development as an artist. [J Describe the challenges you faced.
Basic _ DESCRIBE: Give a detailed account or picture of a situation, event, pattern, or process; [J outline your ATL development.
Su pe rficial OUTLINE: Give a brief account or summary. (] outline your development as an artist.

0

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors
below.




